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10. Try a unique tool. Use an apple corer to punch through the pumpkin's rind to create a perfectly 

round hole. "It's so easy -- you just push the apple corer through and pull it out," Johnson says. 

For an easy, sophisticated twist, buy three different-colored pumpkins, and mix and match the 

plugs. For this technique, you don't have to remove the pulp. "It's a mess-free way to come up 

with a cool look that lasts a lot longer," Johnson says. 

11. Add some depth. Even simple designs can be dazzling with some extra dimension. Scrape the 

surface skin off for a different level of light. "You can get a lot of variation depending on how 

deep you make the cuts," Johnson says. He recommends using linoleum knives and clay tools for 

this effect. 

12. Creepify your pumpkin. Save some of the gutted seeds and pulp and let them hang out of your 

jack-o'-lantern's mouth for a fun and scary look. Johnson also likes saving the cut-out pieces and 

using toothpicks to stick them on different areas of the pumpkin's surface. 

13. Keep it fresh. Avoid shriveled and discolored pumpkins by trying Wilt-pruf, an organic mix made 

to spray on evergreen trees so the trees don't lose moisture in the winter. Spray Wilt-pruf 

(available at nurseries and garden centers) inside the walls of your jack-o'-lantern's nose, eyes, 

and mouth to prevent moisture loss. 

 


